Bush won Louisiana’s 10 elec-
toral votes with a 54% popular vote
majority. He carried 37 of the 64
parishes, while Dukakis carried 20
parishes; seven parishes did not
give a majority to any candidate.

Louisiana voted for the
Republican presidential candidate
forthe third consecutive time. Since
1948, the state has voted for the
Republican candidate in six of the
11 presidential elections and the
Democratic candidate only three
times.

A survey of sample precincts
| showed that blacks strongly sup-
ported Dukakis, while white voters
were almost as strong in their sup-
port of Bush, _

Statewide, 73% of Louisiana’s
registered voters voted in the
presidential election. Higher voter
participation by Republicans and
whites compared to Democrals and
blacks may have benefited Bush.

The percentage of Louisiana
voters regisiered as Democrats
declined steadily over the past 10
years--from 92% in 1978 to 75.1%
in 1988. At the same time,
Republican registration grew from
4.4% 1o 16.4% of total registered
volers.

Republican George Bush captured
Louisiana’s 10 electoral college votes
with 54.3% of the popular vote,
defeating Democratic challenger
Michael Dukakis and four other can-
didates. Bush is expected to receive
426 electoral votes compared to
Dukakis’ 112, (The electoral college
votes in January.)

No other statewide election oc-
curred in Louisiana on November 8,
although a sfate constitutional amend-
ment was voted on at the October 1

primary.

Voter
Registration

The U.S, Burean of the Census es-
timated that approximately 3.18 mil-
lion Louisiana residents were of
voting age (18 and oider) in Novem-
ber 1988.

Of these, 70.3% were registered to
vote. This is a slightly smaller per-
cenfage than in 1984 when 71.9% of
Louisiana’s voting-age population

i :




Age

TABLE 1
Trend in Age Distribution of Voting-Age Population

1. 5.
Percent of Voting-Age Population™

Groups

18.24
25-44
46-64
65+

* Moy not add io 100% due Lo rounding,

1972 1976 1980 10854 1988

18.4% 1B.7% 18.2% 16.7% 14.5%
36.0 36.9 38.8 41.5 43.5
30.6 281 27.4 26.6 25.2
15.0 15,3 15.G6 16.2 16.8

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Projections of the Population of Voting Age for States,

{November biennial series).

was registered. The voting-age
population increased by 1% between
1984 and 1988, but the number of
registered voters decreased by 1.3%.

22530
1,822,372
1,712,660
1,704,570
1,687,127
1,677,218

2,262,101
2,149,261
2,179,317
2,151,428
2,231,857

Louisiana registered voters as a
percentage of the voting-age popula-
tion have declined steadily since
1972.That was the first year that those
18 to 20 years old were allowed to

register and vote in a presidential elec-
tion. (See Figure 1.)

As Table 1 shows, in Louisiana and
nationally, the 23 to 44 age group has

256,062
266,630
293,990
305,763
366,929

183,667
170,171
180,757
188,638
187,710

beenincreasing its share of the voting-
age population since 1972. This group
is now almost totally composed of the
"Baby Boomers" (those born between
1946 and 1964).

1988 9,231,857 582,504

26

According to the U.S. Bureau of
the Census, Alaska has the youngest
voting-age population, with 18% be-
tween 18 10 24 years old, almost 55%
between 24 and 44, and a median age
of 35.8.

The oldest median age is in Florida
where half of the voling-age popula-
tion is above 45. Louisiana has a rela-
tively low median age, 38.9,
Nationally, the median age is 40.5.

Trends in
Party Affiliation

There has been a steady decline in
the percentage of Louisiana voters
registered as Democrats during the
past 10 years. (See Table 2.)

In 1978, Democrats accounted for
92% of all registered voters compared
to only 75.1% in 1988--a decline of
16.9 percentage points. During the
same period, Republican registration
grew from 4.4% t0 16.4% (an increase
of 12 percentage points). The percent-
age of independents (no party affilia-
tion) and voters affiliated with another
political parly also grew--from 3.6%
of the registered voters to 8.4%.

Since 1978, the state’s number of
registered voters increased by 22.6%.
However, the number of registered
Democrals increased by only one
tenth of a percent, while the number
of Republicans increased 359%.
Voters registered as independent or
affiliated with another political party
also increased--by 183%.

Much of the increase in Republican
registration occurred after the 1979
election of Louisiana’s first
Republican governor in more than a
century. The open primary system,
which since 1975 hag allowed
registered voters to participate in state
primary elections regardiess of party
affiliation, also has contributed to the
decline in Democratic registration.

Trends in
Black Registration

Black registered voters continue to
increase both in number and as a per-



centage of registered voters. (See
Table 3.)

Black registration increased by
3.9% from 1984 to 1988--the smallest
percentage increase between
presidential elections during the last
20 years,

Blacks made up 26.1% of the
slate’s registered voters in October
1988.

This is slightly less than the per-
centage blacks comprise of the state’s
voting-age population, 27.5%.

However, the difference between
these two measwres was closer than in
1980 when blacks were 23.1% of the
registered voters but 27.3% of the
voting-age population,

One reason for the lower growth
rate in recenl years is that most
eligible blacks already are registered.
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By Parish

The majority of voters in every
parish were registered as Democrats.
St. Tammany had the smallest per-
centage of Democrats, 55.6%, and the
largest percentage of Republicans,
31.1%, and independents, 13.4%,

Blacks comprised a majority of the
registered voters in three of the state’s
parishes: East Carroll, Madison and
Orleans. (See Table 4.)

Voter
Participation

Only 73% of Louisiana’s
registered volers voted in this year's
presidential election. This was the
smallest turnout since the 1976
presidential election when only
68.8% voted, conlinuing a downward
trend in statewide voter participation
in the presidential election. (See
Figure 2.) The percentage of the
voting-age population voting was
51.3%.

There often has been discussion as
to whether Saturday or Tuesday
statewide elections elicit greater voter
turnout,

As Table 5 shows, voter participa-
tion rates are similar whether the elec-
tion is held on Saturday or Tuesday.
Since 1975, the highest participation
rate was 76.8% with the second
highest, 75.7%; the first occurred ina
Tuesday election and the second in a
Saturday election.

By Parish

Among the parishes, St. James had
the highest rate of voter participation
{79.1%), while East Carroll had the
lowest (56.6%). {See Table 6.) In the
1984 presidential election, voler par-
ticipation rates ranged among the
parishes from 82.7% in Pointe
Coupee to 59.8% in Cameron. Fifty-
six of the 64 parishes had alower voter
participation rate in the 1988
presidential election than in the 1984
election.



FIGURE 2
Percentage of State’s Voting-Age Population
and Registered Voters Voting in Presidential Elections
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SOURCE: Louisiana Department of Elections and Registration {registered voters); Official Promu}-
gation, Secretary of State {vote); U.S. Bureau of the Cansus, "Projections of the Population of
Voting Age for States,” November biennial series {voling-age population); and PAR caleulations.

Yote
for President

Bush won a majority in Louisiana
with 883,702 votes, or 54.3%. (See
Table 7.) His percentage of the vote
was not as high as Reagan’s in 1984,
but surpassed that of Carter in 1976
and Reagan in 1980. (See Table B.)

Louisiana now has voted for the
Republican presidential candidate
three elections in a row and the win-
ning candidate in seven of the last 11
presidential elections.

Bush carried 37 of the state’s 64
parishes. (See Table 9.) By com-
parison, Reagan carried 34 parishes in
1984,

Of the top five parishes where Bush
received his largest share of a parish-
wide vote, four were urban parishes.

LaSalle Parish gave Bush the
highest percentage of a parishwide
vote (71.7%), followed by St. Tam-
many, Bossier, Quachita and Jeffer-
son parishes. Sixteen parishes gave

Bush over 60% of their vote,
However, in 1984 Reagan received
60% or more of the vote in 36
parishes. Support for Bush was
greatest in the northern and
southeastern portions of the state, as it
was for Reagan in 1984,

Of the 20 parishes carried by
Dukakis, nine were among the 10 that
were the only parishes to give a
majority to Mondale in 1984 and also

were carried by Carter in 1980, Or-
leans Parish gave Dukakis his largest
majority, 63.6%, as it also did Mon-
dale.

Seven parishes did not give a
majority to any candidate.

Differences in voter participation
between Democrats and Republicans
may have benefited Busgh.

PAR looked at 50 precincts it iden-
tified as heavily Republican and com-
pared voter participation in these
precincts to that in a sample of 136
predominately Democralic precincts
(in which 80% or more of the
registered voters were Democrats).
The Republican precincts had 40% or
more voters registered as
Republicans.

Voter participation in the
Republican precincts was better than
in the Democratic precincts. Ninety-
six percent of the Republican
precincts had voter participation rates
of 70% or more, compared (o only
50% of the Democratic precincts.

None of the Republican precincts
had a voter participation rate of less
than 60%, while 11% of the sample
Democratic precincts did.

The four minor party candidates
received 27,040 votes, or 1.7%, of the
statewide vote. David Duke of the In-



dependent Populist Party led the
minority candidates with 15,612
votes.

Following were Ron Paul of the
Libertarian Party with 4,115 voltes.

Lenora Fulani of the New Alliance
Party with 2,355 votes, and Lyndon
Larouche, Jr. of the National
Economic Recovery Party with 1,958
votes.

East Feliciana

Helena

51, John

Secretary of State,

TABLE 6

Voter Participation by Parish, 1988 Presidential Election

3 z
21,819

Totak Number Percent of
Parish Registered Voting Registrants Voting Rank*
Acadia 34,303 23,110 67.3% 52
Allen 12,471 8,989 72.1 29
Ascension 31,243 23,240 16
Assumpiion 13,920 5,995 a0
Avovelles 22,933 15,600 48
Beauregard 16,100 11,284 34
Bienville 10,369 7.537 24
Bossier 39,332 30,085 7
Caddo 123,446 94,402 8
Culeasieun B8,686 64,100 28
Caldwell 6,707 4,659 51
Cameron 8.301 4,070 59
Catahoula 7,706 61
Claiborne 9,540 20
Concordia 12,777 46
DeSoto 32
fast Bat 5

Fvangeline 21,977 40
Franlilin 13,533 58
Grant 10,364 42
Iberia 36,985 6
Iizerville 19,703 12
Jackson 9,493 A 10
Jefferson 214,693 166,370 2
Jeflerson Davis 18,007 12,791 35
Lafayette 86,780 61.658 34
Lafourche 42,570 32,179 i1
LaSalle 9,683 6,359 56
Lincoln 20,195 14,657 26
Eivingsion 47,061 25,743 43
Madison 7.803 4,911 63
Morehouse 16,713 12 140 25
Matehitoches 20,199 13,733 50
Orleans 257,400 183,800 33
Ouachita 68,586 50,292 21
Pleguemines 14,617 10,293 a8
Pointe Coupee 14,596 10,930 15
Rapides 68,262 31
Red River 44
Richland 37
Sabine 11}
St. Bernard 13
St. Charles 0

. Landry 48,184

. Martin 25,532 7L.0 a6

. Mary 33,685 66.2 56

. Tammany 72,933 75.2 14
Tangipahoaz 45,648 G7.2 53
Tensas 4,699 T0.0 41
Terrchonne 14,132 73.0 22
Union 12,881 T2.7 23
Vermilion 30,340 T2.4 27
Vernon 19,980 63.9 62
Washington 26,965 G7.1 54
Welbster 23,172 T6.8 3
West Baton Rouge 11,457 7G.8 4
West Carroll 5,994 68.6 45
West Feliciana 5,064 73.5 19
Winn 10,375 G8.0 49

Total 2,231,867 73.0%

* In cases of ties, ealculations were extended to determine rank.
SOURCE: Louisiana Department of Elections and Registration, and Official Promulgation,

Urban Vote

Bushreceived aslightly higher per-
centage of the urban vote, 55.6%, than
the statewide vote. Table 10 details
the vote for president in Louisiana’s
eight meltropolitan areas
(Metropolitan Statistical Areas, or
MSAs, as defined by the U.S. Office
of Management and Budget).

Bush carried all but one of the
state’s eight metropolitan areas: Lake
Charles, which Dukakis carried by
52.9%.

However, Bush would not have
carried the Orleans metropolitan area
had it not been for the large majorities
he received in the parishes of Jeffer-
sonand St. Tammany, which canceled
out his poor showing in Orleans and
St. John parishes.

A similar situation occurred in the
Baton Rouge area where East Baton
Rouge and Livingston parishes over-
came Bush's defeal in Ascension and
West Baton Rouge parishes.

Bush’s percentage of the vote inall
but the Houma/Thibodaux, Lake
Charles and New Orleans MSAs ex-
ceeded his statewide percentage.

Bush polled his largest share of an
urban vote in the Monroe area, 67.3%.

Racial Vote

To find out which candidate black
or white voters favored, PAR ex-
amined the vole in 68 all or
predominately black and 68 all or
predominately white sample
precincts, based on voter registration
information.

The chosen precincts are well dis-
tributed geographically and represent
an urban-rural mix of parishes.

As Table 11 shows, blacks strong-
ly supported Dukakis while white
voters were almost as strong in their
support of Bush.



Dukakis received 90% or more of
the vote in 39 of the 68 black precincts
and at least 60% of the vote in every
black precinct sampled. Bush
received less than 30% of the vote in
every sample black precinct and less
than 10% of the vote in 49
predominately black precincts.

Bush received the majority of the
vole in all but six of the 68 white
precincts. By contrast, Mondale
received less than 30% of the vote in
44 of the 68 white precincts.

There was adifference in voter par-
ticipation in the black and white
sample precincts. None of the black
precincis had a voter participationrate
higher than 80%, while 10 of the
sample white precincts did.

Sixty-six of the white precincis had
voler participation rales higher than
60% compared to only 50 of the biack
precincts. Two of the black precincts
had a participation rate lower than
50%, while the lowest participation
rate in the while precincts was 59.1%.

Constitutional
Amendiment

One constitutional amendment was
voted on at the October 1 primary
election, although none were on the
November general election ballot.

The amendment would have per-
mitted selective five-year property tax
abatemenis on improvements to hous-

ing for low and moderate income

families.

The vote on the amendment was
65.5% against and 34.5% for, This
was in contrast to last year, when all
five of the proposed constitutional
amendments passed. (See Table 12.)

This year’s proposed amendment
passed in only one parish--Lafayette.

TABLE 9
Vote for President by Parish*
Dulkinkis Bush Others
Parish Total Number Percent Namber Percent Number Percent
Acadia 23,110 11,610 40.8% 11,319 19.0% 281 1.2%
Allen 8,989 5,204 a7.9 3,674 40.8 111 1.2
Ascension 23,240 12,147 58.3 10,726 46,2 367 1.6
Assumption 0,995 0,610 a6.1 4,017 40,2 368 3.7
Avoyelles 15,600 1,353 47.1 7,669 48.1 588 3.8
Beaurcgord 11,284 4,704 +1.7 6,486 57.3 114 1.0
Bienviile 7,637 3,705 48.2 3,680 48.8B 152 2.0
30,085 9,035 20 QT? 243 0.8

G

20

East Baton Rouge
Enst Carroll

East Fellciana 7.3:49
LEvangeline 15,400
Franklin 8,876
Grant 1.2

Therin 28,331
Iberville 14,836

44
anray

vings

Madison 4,911 2.418
Merehouse 12,140 4,496
Natchitoches 13,733 6,151
Orleans 183.800 116,851
Quachita 50,202 15,429
Plaguemines 10,283 3,997
Pointe Coupee 10,930 6,308
Rupides 48,801

40.2
ar.o
44.8
63.6
30.7
38.8
57.7

as8.7

1.0
4.4 115 3.3
48.0 163 2.2
48.3 {70 1.8
62.2 313 4.5
£0.8 215 3.0
.5 727 2.6

2.0

2,334 17.5 161 3.3
7.335 60.4 309 2.5
. 158 2.6

2,188 1.2

1,005 2.0

212 21

289 2.6

2.0

. Landry 35,457

. Martin 18,128 10,148
. Mary 22,318 10,3454
. Tammany 54,823 15,638
Tangipahos 30.688 13,627
Tensas 3,290 1,666
Terrebonne 32,212 12,686
Unijon 5.369 3,210
’ bt

15,790 14.5
7.541 11.6 440
11,640 51.7 414
38,334 69.9 851
16,669 54.3 498
1,645 50.0 B9
18,745 58.2 781
3.0 259

56,800

* Percentages may not add to 190% due Lo rounding.
SOURCE: Official Promulgation, Secretary of State.




TABLE 10
Vote for President in Metropolitan Statistical Areas?

M5AD Total Vates
Alexandrin 48,801
Rapides 48,891
Baton Rouge 205,368
Ascension 23,240
East Baton Rouge 147,584
Livingston 25,743
West Baton Rouge 8,801
Houma/Thibodaux 64,381
Lafourche 32,179
Terrchonne 32,212
Lafayetie 79,787
Lafayette 61,668
St. Martin 18,129

Dulamlis Bush Others®

Number Percent Numher Pereent Number Percent
17,928 38.7% 29,0717 651.3% 986 2.0%
17,928 a8.7 29,977 61.3 986 2.0
85,762 41.8 117,268 g7.1 2,338 1.1
12,147 52.3 10,726 46.2 a67 1.6
59,276 49,2 86,791 58.8 1,623 1.0

2,658 3.5 16,779 61.3 306 1.2

4,686 53.2 3,972 46.1 143 1.6
27,690 43.0 34,897 54.2 1,785 2.8
15,013 46.7 16,162 50.2 1,014 3.2
12,686 19.4 18,745 58.2 781 2.4
34,281 43.0 44,189 55.4 1,317 1.7
24,133 39.1 36,648 59.4 8717 1.4
10,148 6.0 7.641 41.6 440 2.4

213,269

45,3

250,797 53.3 6.877

popuiation of 100,000,

Inciudes eandidates Duke, Paul, Larouche and Fuleni,
SOURCE Official Promwlgation, Sccretary of State.

New Orleans 470,943 1.5
Jefferson 166,470 53,036 31.9 110,942 66.7 2,393 1.4
Orleans 183,800 116,851 63.6 64,763 356.2 2,186 1.2
5i. Bernard 31,736 11,406 35.9 19,609 51.8 721 2.3
St. Chaxles 17,995 7,873 44.3 9,680 53.8 337 1.9
St. John 16,218 8,366 51.6 7.464 6.0 389 2.4
St, Tammany 54,823 15,638 2B.6 38,334 €9.8 851 1.6

Shreveport 124,487 48,239 38.8 75,300 £0.5 943 0.8
Bossier 30,085 $,030 30.0 20,807 £9.2 243 0.8
Gaddo 94,402 39.204 41.5 54,498 57.7 700 0.7
Totnl MSAs 1,108,259 476,539 +3.0% 615,940 b5.6% 18,780 1.4%
Total Rural 518,943 240,921 46.3% 267,762 51.6% 11,260 2.2%

Total State 1.628,202 717,460 44.1% 883,702 54.3% 27,040 1%

a May not add to 100% due to rounding.

b A city of BO.00O populstion or an urbanized area of 50,000 population and a toial metropeliten

As usual, voter participation was

low.

Only 27.5% of registered volers
voted on this year's amendment.

Bush
Number of Number of
White Precincts  Black Precincts

49
11

-

]

Comiments

Changes in the Louisiana
population may affect party af-
filiation and voling palteras in
future years.

As Table 13 shows, certain age
groups register 10 vole more than
others,

The 45 to 64 and over 65 age
groups comprise a larger propor-
tion of registered voters than they
do of the total voting-age popula-
tion.

Dominance of the Democratic
Party in Louisiana is changing. The
Republican Party clearly has been
the main beneficiary of the change
in party affiliation of Louisiana’s
voters.

Since 1948, the state voted for
the Republican candidate in six of
the 11 presidential elections and
gave a majority to the Democratic
candidate only three times, despite
the state’s usual preference for
Democrats in state and local elec-
tions.

Also, of the state’s eight U.S.
represeniatives, four are
Republicans.

Amendments to Louisiana’s
conslitution continue o be ap-
proved or defeated by a small num-
ber of Louisiana citizens.

For example, in 1987 an amend-
meni to give the Board of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education
(BESE) rather than the Legislature
the power to decide components
and objectives of a minimum
education program for IK-12
schools was passed with 383,267
"yes” votes. This represented ap-
proximately 12% of the voting-age
populationand 17.6% of registered
vOlers.
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